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The Story Arts
Aboriginal Australian culture has traditionally 
used multimodal communication for:
•Story-telling
•singing, songlines and song cycles
•dance and drama
•rock art and body painting
to pass on wisdom, knowledge and 
life-learning.



Ideas of knowledge, 
teaching and learning

These are conceptualized in three 
inter-related ways:

•Story- narratives expressed in multiple modes, 
texts and media

•Ecology- webs relating humans to internal and 
external environments, including technology

•Genealogy-ways of relating presents to 
common/or uncommon pasts



Picture storybooks

The languages of children’s literature are 
multimodal, i.e.

•Visual

•Verbal

•Aural

•Oral



They give shape to cultural, learning and spiritual 
experience thus including indigenous ideas about 
education.

They provide opportunity to explore teaching and 
learning that makes explicit connections to the 
centrality of story arts in indigenous learning and 
Western cultural experience.

The story arts of children’s books can generate 
innovative ideas about user-friendly, inclusive 
pathways into user-friendly classrooms.
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